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Whether you live i n f A K O R A D I 

or 
Whether you live in the U.S.A., China, Belgium, Africa, Europe 01 
anywhere in the world, the Allard is the ideal car because it offers 
combination of features which make it suitable for use under any condi 
tions. These include a reliable large capacity multi-cylinder engine, capabk 
of many thousands of miles, without attention, and 9-i in. ground clearance ; 
strong but lightweight chassis, independent front suspension, excellent 
roadholding and streamlining ; first-class workmanship, excellent body 
work, powerful brakes, comfortable seating and exceptional safety. In 
fact, no other car in the world combines to the same degree the Allard's 
vivid acceleration, superb roadholding, powerful braking and unfailing 
reliability with world-wide service for its Ford engine and gearbox 

A L L A R D 
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H U T C H I N S O N ' S M O T O R M A G A Z I N E 

TO 
OUR READERS 

OVERSEAS 

W I T H T H E P U B L I C A T I O N of this number, Hutchinson's 
M o t o r M a g a z i n e will come into the hands of an audience 
far larger than that intended when the journal was 
founded to serve the British motorist and to deal with 
the British car. Our times have many paradoxes, and 
it is now true that the British motorist can best be served 
by sending out of his reach every British car that can 
be spared. For until the Government are satisfied with 
the industry's export figures there is little hope of either 
cars or petrol coming the way of the motorist at home. 
Consequently, this magazine now undertakes a twofold 
task: to serve the British motorist until better times 
come, and to do all in its power to support the British 
car industry in the immediate task of winning and hold
ing a greater share in the world market than was ever 
attempted before the war. 

TO T H I S E N D , it is our good fortune to be part of 
the Hutchinson Organization, for so long the biggest 
exporters of British books, and a new scheme has 
made it possible for this magazine to be distributed by 
Hutchinson offices and agencies in no fewer than thirty-
eight countries. Thus we take now the opportunity of 
sending warm greetings from Britain to new readers in 
every part of the world. 

THEY W I L L S E E that much of this special number has 
been taken up by the story of British car exports. It 
is not the complete story, for that would levy an exces
sive demand in days of rationed newsprint; but there is 
enough to show what has already been achieved abroad 
by the British car and to indicate the triumphant spirit 
of one branch of British industry. 

3 



British Cars and Exports 
By R. GRESHAM COOKE 

Director of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 

BE F O R E the war about 20 per cent of the produc
tion of the British motor industry was exported. 

Now that this country has to buy its food and basic 
materials by means of manufactured goods instead 
of interest on loans and the sale of coal, the motor 
industry has jumped into prominence as being one 
of the industries that can most readily switch its 
production to export. 

IN P O I N T o f f a c t , i t i s n o w a m o n g 
t h e f i r s t t h r e e i n d u s t r i e s t o h a v e 

m a d e t h e g r e a t e s t s w i t c h - o v e r f r o m 
h o m e t o e x p o r t s a l e s s i n c e 1 9 3 8 . 

I n p o u n d s s t e r l i n g , w e h a v e 
i n c r e a s e d o u r a n n u a l e x p o r t r a t e b y 
4 4 0 p e r c e n t a s c o m p a r e d w i t h 
1 9 3 8 . T h e e f f o r t s o f t h e i n d u s t r y 
a r e s u c h t h a t i t s p r o d u c t s , b r i n g i n g 
i n o v e r t w o m i l l i o n p o u n d s a w e e k , 
a r e a b l e t o b u y t h e r a t i o n s f o r five 
m i l l i o n p e r s o n s e v e r y w e e k , o r t h e 
w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n o f S c o t l a n d . 

S i n c e t h e e n d o f t h e w a r i n 
A u g u s t , 1 9 4 5 , w e h a v e e x p o r t e d a 
t o t a l o f 3 3 0 , 0 0 0 c a r s a n d c o m m e r 
c i a l v e h i c l e s , a n d t h i s s a y s m u c h f o r 
t h e e n t e r p r i s e a n d r e - c o n v e r s i o n o f 
t h e i n d u s t r y , a s a t t h e e n d o f t h e 
w a r t h e r e w a s a l m o s t n o c a r 
p r o d u c t i o n a t a l l . F u r t h e r , F r a n c e , 
w h i c h w a s a n e a r c o m p e t i t o r o f o u r s 
b e f o r e t h e w a r , h a s m a n a g e d t o 
e x p o r t o n l y 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s i n t h e 
s a m e p e r i o d . T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r 
i n d u s t r y i s e x p o r t i n g n e a r l y 7 0 p e r 
c e n t o f i t s c a r p r o d u c t i o n a t t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e a n d 5 0 p e r c e n t o f i t s 
c o m m e r c i a l v e h i c l e p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
a i m s a t d o i n g b e t t e r s t i l l d u r i n g 
1 9 4 8 . I t s o u t p u t h a s , i n f a c t , b e e n 

l i m i t e d b y t h e a m o u n t o f s t e e l t h a t 
h a s b e e n a v a i l a b l e t o i t , a s t h a t b a s i c 
m a t e r i a l i s i n t r e m e n d o u s d e m a n d 
f o r h o u s i n g , s h i p b u i l d i n g a n d 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s c h e m e s o f e v e r y 
k i n d . T h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e m o t o r 
i n d u s t r y i s g r e a t e r t h a n i t w a s 
b e f o r e t h e w a r , a n d g i v e n t h e r a w 
m a t e r i a l s w e c a n a l m o s t d o u b l e o u r 
p r e s e n t o u t p u t o f v e h i c l e s . 

O w i n g t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g a m o u n t 
o f e x p o r t s , t h e n u m b e r o f c a r s , 
c o m m e r c i a l v e h i c l e s a n d b u s e s s o l d 
a t h o m e d u r i n g 1 9 4 8 w i l l b e v e r y 
m u c h b e l o w t h e figure f o r 1 9 4 7 
a n d , o f c o u r s e , b e l o w p r e - w a r 
y e a r s , a n d a s f a r a s t r a n s p o r t i s 
c o n c e r n e d w e s h a l l h e r e c a r r y o n a 
p o l i c y o f " M a k e d o a n d m e n d . " 

T h e c h i e f c u s t o m e r f o r o u r 
p r o d u c t s i s , o f c o u r s e , t h e B r i t i s h 
C o m m o n w e a l t h , w h i c h t o o k 4 5 p e r 
c e n t o f o u r p r o d u c t i o n i n I 9 4 ( > . 
W i t h i n t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , o u t -
b i g g e s t i m p o r t i n g c u s t o m e r s a r e 
A u s t r a l i a ( a b o u t 2 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s i n 
1 9 4 6 ) , N e w Z e a l a n d a n d S o u t h 
A f r i c a . I t i s n o w b e i n g s u g g e s t e d 
t h a t A u s t r a l i a s h o u l d t a k e n e a r l y 
d o u b l e t h e n u m b e r o f B r i t i s h e n s 
t h e y t o o k l a s t y e a r a n d m a n y l i m e s 
t h e n u m b e r o f t r u c k s . T n E u r o p e , 
t h e c h i e f c u s t o m e r s a r e B e l g i u m . 
S w i t z e r l a n d , H o l l a n d , P o r t u g a l a n d 
D e n m a r k , a n d i n o t h e r p a r t s of I h e 
w o r l d , t h e A r g e n t i n e a n d S . 
A m e r i c a , w h e n c u r r e n c y r e s i n , 
t i o n s a l l o w . A l t o g e t h e r , w e e x p o r t 
i n t o 1 2 4 d i f f e r e n t m a r k e t s of H i e 
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w o r l d b u t f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , a s a t 
p r e s e n t , m a n y o f t h o s e a r e c l o s e d , 
e i t h e r w h o l l y ' o r p a r t i a l l y , b y 
c u r r e n c y o r i m p o r t r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

C a r m a n u f a c t u r e r s h a v e b e e n 
a b l e n o t o n l y t o r e v i v e p r o d u c t i o n 
b u t t o b r i n g o u t a n u m b e r o f n e w 
m o d e l s . T w e n t y n e w m o d e l s h a v e 
b e e n l a u n c h e d b y l e a d i n g m a n u f a c 
t u r e r s a n d m o s t o f t h e s e f a l l n o t 
w i t h i n t h e M i n i c a r r a n g e p r o d u c e d 
b y F r a n c e n o r w i t h i n t h e v e r y l a r g e 
c a r c l a s s p r o d u c e d b y A m e r i c a , b u t 
w i t h i n t h e m e d i u m r a n g e s f o r w h i c h 
t h e r e i s a g o o d d e m a n d b o t h h e r e 
a n d a b r o a d . T h i s i s n o t t o s a y t h a t 
w e d o n o t m a k e l a r g e a n d f a s t c a r s 
w h i c h s e l l e x t r e m e l y w e l l . 

A p p r e h e n s i o n h a s b e e n f e l t i n 
m a n y q u a r t e r s a b o u t t h e a b i l i t y o f 
t h e i n d u s t r y t o s e l l i t s p r o d u c t s f o r 
a l o n g p e r i o d i n t h e m a r k e t s t h a t 
a r e a v a i l a b l e t o u s , b u t 1 a m a m o n g 
t h o s e w h o t h i n k t h a t w e a r e n o t 

g o i n g t o b e d r i v e n o u t q u i c k l y a n d 
t h a t i n a n y e v e n t a m u c h h i g h e r 
p r o p o r t i o n o f o u r o u t p u t w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o b e e x p o r t e d y e a r a f t e r 
y e a r t h a n w a s t h e c a s e b e f o r e t h e 
w a r . T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r v e h i c l e h a s 
s e v e r a l a d v a n t a g e s w h i c h a r e 
b e c o m i n g a p p r e c i a t e d a t t h e p r e s e n t 
t i m e . I n t h e c a s e o f c a r s , m a n y 
c o u n t r i e s d o n o t w a n t a l a r g e o r 
h e a v y v e h i c l e . P a r k i n g s p a c e a n d 
c r o w d e d r o a d c o n d i t i o n s i n u r b a n 
d i s t r i c t s , w h e t h e r i n M e l b o u r n e , 
C o p e n h a g e n o r i n L i m a i n P e r u , a r e 
c a l l i n g f o r a c a r t h a t i s e a s y t o 
h a n d l e a n d e a s y t o p a r k . W i t h t h e 
w o r l d s h o r t a g e o f p e t r o l , r a t i o n i n g 
i n m a n y c o u n t r i e s , a n d t h e h i g h 
p r i c e a s w e l l , a g r e a t p a r t o f t h e 
g l o b e c a n n o t a f f o r d t o r u n c a r s t h a t 
h a v e a h i g h p e t r o l c o n s u m p t i o n , 
a n d i t i s t h e B r i t i s h s p e c i a l i t y t o 
h a v e p r o d u c e d f o r m a n y y e a r s m o s t 
e c o n o m i c a l v e h i c l e s . T h e r e i s a l s o a 
w o r l d s h o r t a g e o f d o l l a r s a n d 
a l t h o u g h t h o s e w i t h l o n g d i s t a n c e s 
t o r u n m a y w a n t t o b u y a n A m e r i 
c a n c a r , i n f a c t f o r c u r r e n c y r e a s o n s 
i t m a y b e d i f f i c u l t t o d o s o . 

T h e r e a r e c e r t a i n m a r k e t s t h a t 

E X P O R T S 

t a k e s p e c i a l l y t o t h e h i g h e r p r i c e d 
a n d f a s t c u s t o m - b u i l t c a r i n w h i c h 
t h e B r i t i s h a r e s u p r e m e a d e p t s , a n d 
i t i s n o t e a s y t o i m a g i n e o u r b e i n g 
d i s p l a c e d i n s u c h m a r k e t s . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o c o m m e r c i a l 
v e h i c l e s , t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f e c o n o m y 
a n d h a n d i n e s s a l s o h o l d g o o d f o r 
o u r l i g h t t r u c k s . M o r e o v e r , w h e r e -
e v e r w e h a v e s e n t o u r h e a v y v e h i c l e s 
a n d o u r b u s e s , o n c e h a v i n g c a p t u r e d 
t h e m a r k e t w e h a v e r e m a i n e d t h e r e 
b e c a u s e o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g q u a l i t y 
o f t h e p r o d u c t . 

S o m e c r i t i c i s m h a s b e e n m a d e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e c a s e o f c a r s , o n 
t h e s c o r e o f p r i c e , b u t t h a t i s 
l a r g e l y b o u n d u p w i t h t h e q u a n t i t y 
w e a r e a l l o w e d b y G o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c y t o p r o d u c e . I f w e c a n 
i n c r e a s e o u r v o l u m e t h e r e i s n o 
r e a s o n w h y p r i c e s s h o u l d n o t , i n 
c o u r s e o f t i m e , c o m e d o w n . 

O u r G o v e r n m e n t i s t r y i n g t o 
b r e a k d o w n t r a d e b a r r i e r s w h i c h 
d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t B r i t i s h v e h i c l e s 
a n d , w h e r e p o s s i b l e , i m p o r t s o f t h e 
m o t o r t r a d e w i l l f o r m a f e a t u r e o f 
t h e b i - l a t e r a l a g r e e m e n t s n o w b e i n g 
d i s c u s s e d w i t h s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s . 

T w o f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e 
a s s i s t i n g t h e B r i t i s h m o t o r i n d u s t r y . 
W i t h t h e g r e a t e r s a l e s o f i t s 
p r o d u c t s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d , i t c a n 
a f f o r d t o e x p a n d i t s s a l e s a n d 
s e r v i c e f a c i l i t i e s w h e r e p r e v i o u s l y 
t h e s e c o u l d n o t b e e x t e n d e d t o t h e 
s a m e e x t e n t o w i n g t o t h e s m a l l e r 
v o l u m e o f n e w s a l e s . T h e i n d u s t r y 
h a s a l s o g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d t h e s u m 
d e v o t e d t o c o - o p e r a t i v e r e s e a r c h 
w h i c h i s c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e M o t o r 
I n d u s t r y R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t i o n . I n 
f u t u r e y e a r s i n t e r e s t i n g a n d f r u i t f u l 
i m p r o v e m e n t s t o t h e m o t o r v e h i c l e 
a r e e x p e c t e d t o c o m e f r o m t h e 
i n t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h n o w b e i n g d o n e . 

T h e B r i t i s h m o t o r i n d u s t r y i s 
e n t e r p r i s i n g a n d a g g r e s s i v e a n d i t 
m e a n s t o c a p t u r e a n d r e t a i n i t s 
p r o p e r s h a r e o f t h e w o r l d ' s m a r k e t s , 
a n d i l i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t i t c a n d o s o 
a n d t h u s h e l p t o r e l i e v e a w o r l d 
w i d e s h o r t a g e o f c a r s a n d t r u c k s . 


